EXPERT VIEWS

The world today is facing unprecedented chal-
lenges. We are surrounded by uncertainties.
Social, economic and environmental chal-
lenges, driven by rapid advancement in tech-
nologies and globalization, have challenged
our traditional ways of life. At the same time,
these forces of change have opened possibili-
ties of new innovations and provided the hu-
man race with a myriad of new opportunities.
Uncertainty is here to stay. What is important
is that we prepare ourselves and especially
our children to cope with these uncertainties.

The children entering the education system
in 2024 will be young adults by 2040. Are we
equipped enough to prepare them for the fu-
ture, for the jobs that are yet to be created, for
the technologies that are yet to be invented?
To navigate through such uncertainty, students
need to develop essential life skills like curi-
osity, critical thinking, imagination, resilience
and self-regulation. They need to respect ideas
and perspectives, value others and their cul-
ture, learn from their failures and setbacks
and move forward even in tough times. They
need to care for the well-being of their friends
and families, their communities and parents.
Education is the most powerful tool to help
us prepare our young learners for the fu-

ture with essential life skills. An evolving
and progressive education can help learn-
ers shape their own lives and contribute
to the lives of others. To be able to do so,
we need to ask two important questions:

e What kind of knowledge, skills, atti-

tudes and values will students need to
prepare for the future?

e How can education systems develop
these knowledge, skills, attitudes and

values effectively?

According to National Education Policy (NEP)
2020, “A good education institution is one in
which every student feels welcomed and cared
for, where a safe and stimulating learning envi-
ronment exists, where a wide range of learning
experiences are offered, and where good physi-
calinfrastructureandappropriateresourcescon-
ducive to learning are available to all students.”
Such an education system will provide opportu-
nities for holistic development which includes
physical, cognitive, emotional, social and ethical
dimensions that altogether equip them with all
necessary abilities and skills to succeed in life.

Effective Teacher Education is the way forward

Teachers will continue to remain the key driv-
ers of this development and thus what we need
are ‘Teacher of Future’. The profession of these
‘Teachers of future’ must be revalued and re-
imagined as a collaborative endeavour which
generates new knowledge that can be used to
transform education and society, ensuring eq-
uity and inclusion in educational practices. They
would be recognized as reflective practitioners,
with high professional standards, contributing
to the body of knowledge needed to transform
the educational landscape beyond their own

The vision of education of the future can
be envisaged as supporting teacher col-
laboration; prioritizing knowledge gener-
ation; supporting teacher autonomy and
participation in public debate on education.

Achieving this vision requires a collabora-
tive approach where government, civil so-
cieties and private stakeholders together
work towards preparing quality teachers.
This requires support at pre-service level for
student-teachers, induction for newly recruited
teachers and in-service teachers. Aligning the
efforts of parents, the community, and admin-
istrators by providing them necessary informa-
tion and support will seal the effort and its effect
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Navigating Online Learning,
Homeschooling, and Beyond

All these efforts must be backed by strong
evidence and decisions supported by data.
At EdIndia Foundation, we deeply believe in the
transformative power of educationsandthrough
our initiatives in six states of India, we are build-
ing the capacity of in-service and pre-service
teachers to prepare ‘Teacher of Future’, while
supporting the administration to take decisions
backed by data in the public education system.

With the focus of teaching-learning shifting
towards building life skills, the role of parents
and community in the holistic development of
the children gains significant focus. The role of
teachers and schools must be complemented
by parents and communities where the educa-
tion system and parents work together as part-
ners in ensuring our children are equipped with
the right skills for the uncertain future. Paren-
tal involvement as an enabler of education is
not a new concept, and has been used by some
of the elite schools successfully for years now.
Interestingly, this focus is becoming a reality
in our public education system also gradually.

Parents need to partner with schools and sup-
port key school activities, including classroom
instruction. While this can help the schools
in many ways, it also puts pressure on the
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schools to perform consistently and put the
best foot forward. Parents can play a key role in
holding the education system accountable for
ensuring quality education to ALL our children.

While the concept of Parental Involvement
in education has been widely accepted in
our country, it has seen limited implemen-
tation. It is often assumed that parents who
are not literate may not be able to contribute
to the learning of the child, and thus efforts
to involve such parents have been limited.
It is important to note that parental involve-
ment is also possible in places where literacy
is not very high. The EdIndia Foundation in
its project in the tribal areas of Tripura start-
ed involving the parents who were illiter-
ate to support their children as a facilitator
of learning. The tabular student report card
was converted into a visual report card which
helped the parents understand about the

performance of their children across subjects
better. This helped the parents to follow up
with their children in their learning process.

Covid-19 has opened up many possibilities
in the area of education. Although online
learning was forced upon us during the lock-
down, this challenge has opened up many
elite universities and colleges opening up
their courses online for distance learning.

Edindia though its mobile app is providing
opportunity for the pre-service and in-ser-
vice teachers for being part of the learning
process through carefully formulated mod-
ules and webinars. We have been able to
leverage the power of technology to scale
up our efforts and reach over 2,00,000+
teachers over the 4 years of our operation.

With knowledge being accessible to all at the
fingertip, how will the role of schools and
teachers as knowledge providers evolve? Will
the importance of brick-and-mortar schools
and colleges lose its shine? With this trend,
will home-schooling take the centre stage?
How will the current formal school func-
tion in this scenario? These are some of the
questions that | leave for us to ponder upon.
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